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Quebec-Catalonia-Hong Kong Collaboration Project
	
	Sub-network 1
	Sub-network 2

	Title
	Catalonia-Hong Kong Network
	Quebec-Catalonia Network

	Language
	English
	French and Catalan


School at Catalonia, Spain:

Pau Romeva (2 Grade 3 classes)
School at Hong Kong:


Shatin Tsung Tsin School (STTS) (1 Grade 3 class)
School at Quebec, Canada:

Commission scolaire des Laurentides (1 Grade 3 class)
1. Objectives

1. To gain deep understanding: synthesize concepts, giving explanation in great depth; clarify misconceptions; understand perspectives of people from different backgrounds
2. To develop collaborative skills: cover the interaction within group and with students of another school abroad
3. To develop creativity: design artificial safaris with a set of criteria determined collaboratively among students and formulate an implementation plan 

4. To facilitate cultural exchange: appreciate cultural differences; respect and understand the perspectives from another culture
2. Approach

Computer-supported collaborative learning (CSCL) is a relatively new pedagogical approach to create a powerful learning environment in combination with the ideas of collaborative learning and networked technology. Knowledge Forum (KF), a computer-aid learning platform developed by The University of Toronto, is used as the tool for learning. In this CSCL environment, knowledge building approach is adopted, which focuses on the learners’ collective cognitive responsibility, for the advancement of knowledge and deep learning.
3. Curriculum
Inquiry topic: To design and operate an ideal safari/ zoo without cages
3.1 To understand the life cycle, growth, survival and extinction of animals

3.1 To understand the relationship between the animals and the environment as well as among the animals

3.1 To design an ideal safari: what animals are kept and arranged

3.1 To determine how the safari is operated: show how the animals survive in harmony and grow properly

4. Timeframe

Sub-network 1: Catalonia-Hong Kong Network

There are 11 contact weeks. Students would meet once a week for an hour within their own school. 
In Catalonia, most of the work would be done at the lessons and the group notes are written and posted onto the shared view in Catalan. The teacher would translate the notes into English.
In Hong Kong, most of the work would be done at students’ spare time at home or anywhere with Internet access. Individual notes are written at the local view in English during the week and group notes are written during the lesson and posted onto the shared view. 

* 
There is 60 minutes for each lesson on the dates listed below.
*   Teachers’ roles during the lessons (KB Talk) refer to Item 5.
	Week
	Date 
(Friday)
	Content

	
	7 Dec
	Virtual meeting between teachers to consolidate the plan

	1
	18 Jan
	Introduction of the project and group formation;

Self introduction for another school on KF

	2
	25 Jan
	Virtual conference 1:
Objective: commencement of the project, greeting, cultural exchange

	3
	1 Feb
	KF

	4
	8 Feb
	Chinese New Year Holidays (Hong Kong)

	5
	15 Feb
	

	6
	22 Feb
	KF

	7
	29 Feb
	

	8
	7 March
	Virtual conference 2:

Objective: interim report

	9
	14 March
	KF

	10
	21 March
	Easter Holidays

	11
	28 March
	

	12
	4 April
	KF

	13
	11 April
	

	14
	18 April
	Group proposal submitted, self-assessment, peer assessment, preparation of the final presentation

	15
	21-26 April
	Virtual conference 3: 
Objective: presentation of the final reports and celebration at the Quebec-Catalonia-Hong Kong children virtual conference


25 January 2008
Video-conference was conducted:

self-introduction, introduction of hometown, brainstorming of ideas about a safari, souvenirs exchange, songs

Greetings in KF

28 Jan – 29 Feb 2008
Inquiry of particular species of wild animals in each school

1. Each student should think of a particular species on their interest

2. Students are grouped according to their choice. There may be 5-6 animals in each school.

3. Each group in each school will work on the particular species:

a. How is it born? 



(birth)

b. What does it eat? 


(food)

c. How long can it survive?

(age)

d. How does it reproduce? 

(reproduction)

e. How many babies can it carry? 
(babies)

f. What is the habitat? 


(habitat)

g. Is it possible to keep it free? Why?

h. Any other issues such as extinction?
7 March 2008 
Video-conference: students from each side explain their animals
Learning outcome may be a model/ a poster/ a report

14 March – 18 April 2008 
Collaborative work: Design a safari together.

The proposal may be sent to local government for consideration.
25 April 2008 
Video-conference: presentation

Dissemination of the learning outcome

Celebration
Cultural exchange

Sub-network 2: Quebec-Catalonia Network

There are 10 contact weeks. Students would meet once a week for an hour within their own school. 
* 
There is 60 minutes for each lesson on the dates listed below

*   Teachers’ roles during the lessons (KB Talk) refer to Item 5.
	Week
	Period
	Content

	
	7 Dec
	Virtual meeting between teachers to consolidate the plan

	1
	14-18 Jan
	Introduction of the project and group formation;

Self introduction for another school on KF

	2
	21-25 Jan
	Virtual conference 1:

Objective: commencement of the project, greeting, cultural exchange

	3
	28 Jan - 1 Feb
	KF

(1-week Spring Break in this period)

	4
	4- 8 Feb
	

	5
	11-15 Feb
	

	6
	18-22 Feb
	

	7
	25-29 Feb
	Virtual conference 2:

Objective: interim report

	8
	3-7 March
	KF

	9
	10-14 March
	

	10
	17-21 March
	Easter Holidays

	11
	24-28 March
	

	12
	31 Mar-4 April
	Group proposal submitted, self-assessment, peer assessment, preparation of the final presentation

	13
	7-11 April
	Virtual conference 3: 

Objective: presentation of the final reports and celebration

	
	21-26 April
	Virtual conference: Quebec-Catalonia-Hong Kong children virtual conference


5. Teacher’s roles
5.1 Explain the inquiry issue
5.2 Initiate discussion about the topic
5.3 Outline the target outcomes and the timeframe
5.4 Facilitate the writing of “seed note” and evaluate it with rubrics
5.5 Monitor the discussion process (KB Talk during the lesson):

a. praise and show good notes
b. shaping knowledge building direction, relevant to the question

c. facilitate high-order thinking and discussion

d. discuss some special notes during the class

e. facilitate students to write group notes
6. Assessment
6.1 “Applet” showing quantitative data such as each student’s frequency of note writing, reading, revisiting and build-on
6.2 Teachers’ assessment of the note quality
6.3 Group presentation (rubrics should be designed)
6.4 A proposal (group work, can be in written form/ any artifact) (rubrics should be designed)
6.5 Self-assessment
6.6 Peer-assessment
7. International collaboration highlights

7.1 shared database

7.2 virtual conference at different stages between Pau Romeva and STTS and between Pau Romeva and Commission scolaire des Laurentides
7.3 Quebec-Catalonia-Hong Kong children virtual conference on April 21-25 (tentative)
7.4 informal contacts of students and among teachers (mail, email, MSN etc)

7.5 international conference of students and teachers (F2F) in SI 2008 (tentative)
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